
Artifact Analysis

Take a picture of artifact / 
draw what you see here

Credit: This worksheet was adapted from a National Archives & Records Administration worksheet (https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/
worksheets/artifact_analysis_worksheet.pdf) and a questionnaire by Parsons Transdisciplinary Design ‘17: (http://dlrtoolkit.com/artifact-analysis/).

Artifact Name/Title:

Describe it (as if you were explaining it to 
someone who can’t see it):

Understand it (answer the following questions as best as you can):

Where is it from? When is it from?

Who used it? What was it used for? List your reasons for this.

What does this tell you about the people who made and used it?

Contextualize it (relate this back to street design with the following questions):

What did you find out from this artifact with regards to the street environment?

How might you make street design changes that make everyday biking easier and 
more pleasant based on the insights gained from this artifact?

Analyze it (answer only the questions you consider relevant to the artifact):

What function does (did) it serve?

What can we infer from it with regards to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs?

Does it have any functionality that may have been unintended by its designer? 


